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Project  Description   
For  my  project  on  the  school  to  prison  pipeline,  I  aim  to  answer  the  question:  How  can  
educators  be  better  equipped  with  knowledge  and  practices  to  address  the  STPP  by  lessening  the  
amount  of  students  who  fall  victim  to  it?  To  answer  this  question,  a  professional  development  
project  was  created.  The  professional  development  is  formatted  in  a  Google  Slides  presentation  
mixed  with  small  group  discussion.  This  project  was  created  in  hopes  to  inspire  more  educators  
to  fight  against  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  
Description  
The  topic  for  my  capstone  is  the  school  to  prison  pipeline  This  professional  development  
was  designed  to  be  an  introductory  course  on  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  From  my  personal  
experiences,  I  have  found  that  many  educators  know  what  the  school  to  prison  pipeline  is  on  a  
surface  level,  but  may  not  know  details  about  the  background,  who  it  impacts,  how  the  education  
system  may  be  a  cause,  and  what  they  are  able  to  do  about  it.  Through  lecture  style  informing  
and  small  group  discussion,  I  have  developed  a  three  to  four  hour  presentation  session  aimed  at  
making  educators  more  informed  and  aware  of  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  
Audience  
For  this  professional  development,  the  audience  is  anyone  in  the  field  of  education;  not  
just  teachers.  As  someone  who  is  not  yet  a  teacher,  but  has  worked  in  education  for  years,  I  have  
encountered  many  instances  where  this  professional  development  would  have  been  helpful.  I  do  
not  believe  that  this  training  is  just  for  educators  in  a  certain  age  range,  location  (rural,  urban,  
suburban),  or  schools  with  more  concentrated  numbers  of  students  with  particular  demographics.  
This  is  my  belief,  because  all  educators  will  have  students  who  may  be  at  a  higher  risk  for  the  
school  to  prison  pipeline,  will  work  in  the  education  system  that  perpetuates  the  school  to  prison  
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pipeline,  and  have  the  ability  to  make  changes  to  improve  a  students  chances  for  not  ending  up  in  
the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  
Format  
The  format  for  this  professional  development  is  a  three  to  four  hour  presentation.  The  
presentation  provides  information  in  a  traditional  lecture  style.  For  the  audience,  notes  could  be  
provided  as  an  option  by  printing  the  Google  Slides.  Throughout  the  presentation,  there  are  
chances  for  discussion  and  reflection.  By  mixing  a  lecture  with  time  to  talk  with  peers,  it  allows  
educators  to  take  in  new  information,  reflect  on  their  past  practices,  and  discuss  how  they  could  
make  a  change.  Due  to  each  section  having  a  lecture  portion  and  a  discussion  portion,  the  length  
of  the  professional  development  could  be  perceived  as  lengthy.  I  have  formatted  this  professional  
development  in  hopes  to  spark  educators  to  begin  thinking  about  the  school  to  prison  pipeline  in  
a  way  that  it  applies  to  themselves  and  their  experiences.   
Introduction  Information  
For  anyone  to  understand  my  project  without  reading  my  paper,  it  is  important  to  have  
introductory  information  about  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  The  school  to  prison  pipeline  is  not  
a  literal  pipeline,  rather  it  is  a  system  that  pushes  students  out  of  schools  and  into  the  system  of  
incarceration  (Sawyer  and  Wagner,  n.d.).  The  school  to  prison  pipeline  targets  students  of  certain  
demographics  including  race,  ability,(Mallett,  2017,  p.5-6)   and  socio-economic  status  (Yang,  
Anton,  Pauline,  Wiley,  Cash,  Downing,  Greer,Kelty,  Morgan  &Pisciotta,  2019,  p.  1).  Students  
have  been  experiencing  discipline  in  the  education  system  for  a  long  time  (Adams,  2000).  
Schools  commonly  use  suspension  (National  Clearinghouse  on  Supportive  School  Discipline,  
this  resource  no  longer  exists),  expulsion  (National  Clearinghouse  on  Supportive  School  
Discipline,  this  resource  no  longer  exists),  zero-tolerance  policies  (Skiba,  2010),  and  school  
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resource  officers  (Counts,  Randall,  Ryan,  &  Katsiyannis,  2018)  as  ways  to  mitigate  behaviors  
and  deliver  discipline  of  students.  There  are  ways  that  educators  can  try  to  make  an  impact  on  the  
school  to  prison  pipeline.  This  includes  putting  students'  human  needs  first,  as  mentioned  in  
Maslow’s  hierarchy  of  needs  (McLeod,  2018),  creating  a  comforting  environment,  and  
continuing  education  (Mizell,  2010).  In  conclusion,  my  project  explains  this  information  in  depth  
using  direct  quotes  and  statistics.   
Conclusion  
The  project  I  have  chosen  to  create  is  based  on  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  I  believe  this  
is  an  important  topic  for  educators  to  be  aware  of,  but  seldomly  are  they.  To  convey  my  
information,  I  have  created  a  professional  development  that  mixes  lecture  with  discussion  and  
reflection.  Throughout  my  project,  I  aim  to  answer  the  following  question:  How  can  educators  
be  better  equipped  with  knowledge  and  practices  to  address  the  STPP  by  lessening  the  amount  of  
students  who  fall  victim  to  it?   My  project  was  created  in  hopes  to  make  a  positive  impact  on  the  














Project   
Presenter  Notes  
Slide  1  
Welcome  to  today’s  presentation  on  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  I  am  ___________  and  I  will  
be  your  presenter  today.   
  
Slide  2  
For  today’s  presentation  on  the  school  to  prison  pipeline,  we  will  start  out  with  introductions.  At  
your  tables  introduce  yourself  with  your  name,  grade  or  subject  area  you  teach,  and  one  fun  fact  
about  yourself.  I  will  give  you  5  minutes  to  complete  this  task.   
  
Now  that  you  have  introduced  yourself  to  each  other,  I  will  introduce  myself  to  you.  I  am  
___________,  I  teach  __________________,  and  one  fun  fact  about  me  is  that  
__________________.   
  
The  rest  of  our  time  will  be  spent  learning  about  the  basics  of  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  First,  
we  will  discuss  how  the  school  to  prison  pipeline  is  defined,  then  you  will  reflect  on  your  prior 
knowledge  of  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  Next,  we  will  begin  to  learn  about  the  background,  
students  that  are  most  at  risk,  how  schools  contribute,  and  the  impacts  of  teachers.  At  the  end  of  
our  time,  you  will  complete  a  short  survey  about  this  professional  development.   
  
Slide  3  
So,  what  is  the  school  to  prison  pipeline?  As  defined  by  the  ACLU,  the  school  to  prison  pipeline  
is  “a  disturbing  national  wherein  children  are  funneled  out  of  public  school,  and  into  juvenile  and  
criminal  justice  system.”   Now  that  we  have  defined  the  school  to  prison  pipeline,  the  rest  of  this  
professional  development  will  explain  in  detail  why  there  is  a  STPP,  who  is  most  impacted,  how  
it  has  continued  to  thrive,  and  what  you  can  do  to  help.   
  
Slide  4  
Before  we  start  to  learn  about  the  details  of  the  school  to  prison  pipeline,  we  must  access  our  
prior  knowledge  about  the  subject.  In  your  groups,  I  want  you  to  reflect  on  the  following  
questions:  Who  does  the  STPP  impact?,  Why  does  the  STPP  exist?  In  what  ways  could  schools  
be  responsible?  And  how  are  educators  able  to  help?  Share  your  thoughts  on  these  questions  with  
your  small  groups.  After  15  minutes,  I’ll  have  you  share  out  with  the  whole  room  what  your  
table  talked  about.  
6  
  




Slide  5  
To  get  more  information  about  the  background  of  the  school  to  prison  pipeline,  we  will  talk  
about  how  corporal  punishment,  suspension,  and  expulsion  have  contributed  to  the  school  to  
prison  pipeline.  We  will  start  this  section  with  a  discussion  about  the  use  of  discipline  in  schools.   
  
Slide  6  
For  this  discussion,  I  want  your  small  groups  to  talk  about  what  intersections  you  think  exists  
between  corporal  punishment,  expulsion,  and  suspension.  After,  discuss  if  you  think  corporal  
punishment,  expulsion,  and  suspension  could  make  an  impact  on  a  students  potential  for  ending  
up  in  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  
  
Now  that  you  have  talked  with  your  group,  share  a  memorable  statement  with  the  whole  group.  
  
Slide  7  
Although  corporal  punishment  is  no  longer  a  standard  practice  among  schools,  it  may  be  a  
building  block  of  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.   
  
Corporal  punishment  as  defined  by  Straus  an  Donnelly  is,  “physical  force  with  the  intention  of  
causing  a  child  to  experince  pain,  but  not  injury  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  or  controlling  the  
child’s  behavior.”   
  
Corporal  punishment  can  be  tracked  to  being  used  as  early  at  the  19th  century,  but  since  then  the  
use  of  it  has  declined.  Between  the  years  1974  and  1995  the  use  of  corporal  punishment  was  
banned  in  25  states.  Since  1995  only  an  additional  5  states  have  followed  suit  .  
  
The  decrease  in  use  of  corporal  punishment  may  be  due  to  the  1977  Ingraham  vs.  Wright  court  
case.  This  case  was  based  around  an  8th  grade  student  who  was  punished  using  corporal  
punishment.  The  discipline  that  was  used  resulted  in  the  student  needing  medical  attention.  
Because  of  the  need  for  medical  attention,  this  court  case  happened.  Unfortunately,  the  courts  did  
not  rule  in  the  favor  of  the  student,  but  some  have  speculated  that  due  to  this  court  case,  the  use  
of  corporal  punishment  was  reduced.  Another  building  block  of  the  school  to  prison  pipeline  is  
suspension.   
  
Slide  8  
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Suspension  as  defined  by  the  National  Clearinghouse  of  Supportive  School  Discipline  is  when  a  
student  is  temporarily  removed  from  their  normal  learning  environment  because  they  violated  a  
policy  or  rule  put  in  place  by  the  school.   
  
There  are  two  types  of  suspension  a  student  may  experience.  When  suspended,  a  student  may  
participate  in  in-school  or  out-of-school  suspension.  The  difference  being  the  location  in  which  
the  students  complete  their  suspension.   
  
So,  what  is  the  issue  with  suspension?  The  issue  is  that  suspension,  for  the  students  involved,  can  
begin  to  create  a  self-fulfilling  prophecy.  Weissman  claims  that  experiences  such  as  suspension  
can  trigger  a  resistance  to  messages  of  discipline.  This  resistance  is  due  to  the  students  being  told  
messages  that  they  perceive  as  telling  them  that  they  should  become  something  or  someone  that  
they  are  not.   
  
Similar  to  suspension,  expulsion  may  also  be  a  contributing  factor  to  the  school  to  prison  
pipeline.   
   
Slide  9   
Expulsion  as  defined  by  the  National  Clearinghouse  of  Supportive  School  Discipline  is  a  form  of  
discipline  that  permanently  removes  a  student  from  their  normal  learning  environment  because  
of  a  violation  of  a  school  policy  or  rule.   
  
Like  suspension,  there  are  two  types  of  expulsion  students  may  experience.  When  a  student  is  
expelled  they  may  or  may  not  receive  educational  services,  which  is  when  students  receive  
instruction  from  an  educator.   
  
The  issue  with  expulsion  is  that  it  forces  students  out  of  school,  which  can  begin  the  process  of  
‘push  out’  and  then  being  pushed  into  the  system  of  incarceration.  In  combination  with  
zero-tolerance  policies  and  other  forms  of  discipline,  expulsion  is  another  factor  that  plays  into  
the  ‘push  out’  process  creating  the  figurative  pipeline  from  school  to  incarceration.   
  
Slide  10  
Our  next  topic  we  will  talk  about  is  which  students  are  most  at  risk  for  becoming  part  of  the  
school  to  prison  pipeline.  In  this  section,  I  will  outline  how  students  of  color,  students  with  
disabilities,  and  students  who  are  considered  low  income  may  be  more  likely  to  end  up  in  the  
school  to  prison  pipeline.  
  
Slide  11  
Students  of  color  are  disproportionately  at  risk  for  becoming  part  of  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  
This  is  because  we  see  higher  numbers  of  students  of  color  being  disciplined  and  being  pushed  
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out  of  schools.  For  example,  Ellias  found  that  black  students  accounted  for  46%  of  students  who  
have  been  suspended  more  than  once.  This  statistic  shows  that  black  students  are  
overwhelmingly  experiencing  discipline  at  higher  rates  compared  to  non-black  students.  As  
stated  earlier,  suspension  is  a  form  of  discipline  that  may  contribute  to  the  funneling  of  students  
from  school  to  incarceration.   
  
Not  only  do  black  students  face  higher  rates  of  actually  being  suspended,  but  various  students  of  
color  face  a  higher  risk  of  potentially  being  suspended.  In  a  study  that  measured  suspension  
potential  by  using  points,  having  more  points  is  equivalent  to  being  at  a  higher  risk  of  potential  
suspension.  In  this  study  by  Losen  and  Martinez,  they  found  that  white  students  received  5  
points,  Latino  students  received  11  points,  and  black  students  received  18  points.These  results  
show  that  students  of  color,  particularly  Black  and  Latino  students,  are  at  a  higher  risk  for  being  
targeted  for  suspension.   
  
Another  reason  students  may  have  a  higher  risk  of  becoming  part  of  the  school  to  prison  pipeline  
is  due  to  implicit  bias,  particularly  in  regards  to  those  working  as  authority  figures  with  said  
students.  Houwer  describes  implicit  bias  as,  “a  behavior  that  is  automatically  influenced  by  cues  
indicative  of  the  social  group  to  which  others  belong.”  Now,  everyone  has  implicit  bias,  but  not  
everyone  acts  upon  their  bias.  The  educational  system  also  has  implicit  bias  and  thus  it  impacts  
the  students.  Grace  and  Nelson  explained,  “Inherently,  policies  and  practices  disproportionately  
impact  members  of  a  given  race,  they  are  still  functions  of  institutionalized  racism.”  Through  
factors  like  disproportionate  rates  of  suspension  for  students  of  color  and  implicit  bias,  students  
of  color  may  face  a  higher  chance  of  ending  up  in  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.   
  
Another  factor  that  may  make  students  more  prone  to  being  part  of  the  school  is  if  the  students  
are  differently  abled.   
   
Slide  12   
Although  there  are  protections  in  place  for  students  who  are  differently  abled,  many  may  face  a  
higher  chance  of  ending  up  in  the  school  to  prison  pipeline.  The  U.S  Department  of  Education  
Office  for  Civil  Rights  found  that  13%  of  students  with  disabilities  face  out  of  school  suspension  
while  only  6%  of  students  without  disabilities  face  the  same  punishment.  This  statistic  is  
alarming,  because  it  shows  that  students  with  disabilities  are  more  at  risk  for  out  of  school  
suspension  than  their  non-disable  counterparts  by  more  than  double.   
  
One  example  of  a  protection  that  students  with  disabilities  have  is  through  the  IDEA  Act.  IDEA  
stands  for  Individual  with  Disabilities  Education.  The  IDEA  Act  “is  a  law  that  makes  available  a  
free  appropriate  public  education  to  eligible  children  with  disabilities  throughout  the  nation  and  
ensures  special  education  and  related  services  to  those  children.”  (About  IDEA,  n.d.)  Some  other  
protectections  for  people  with  disabilities  include  The  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  and  the  
